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Minutes for FMWW Emergency Preparedness Committee (EPC)

04-09-2009

6PM to 8PM at Alpine Hall

DRAFT 2
Attendees:  Bill, Alan, Sharon, Jean, Megan, Paul, Ray, Margie, Linda, Lisa (aka Lee), Tim, John, Terry, Sherry, Bob, Betty, Charlotte, John and Sydney (count: 19).
Minutes by Linda

Phone System (see Phone Alert System (PAS) flier attached)
· Not everyone is a member of one of the two lists (FMWW or Alpine Club). That's why we asked road captains to inform everyone on their road of the new opportunity to be part of the emergency phone alert system. 
· Participants can put down as many phone numbers as they wish--home, cell, work. 
· We changed the start date from May 1 to June 1. 
· It may be good to have a test message go out when the system is started on June 1. 
Road Captains (see Agenda)
· Sign up with Bill to be a road captain. John and Terry will help out with Gates Rd. Charlotte's daughter as well as Sydney will help with that area. 
· We still have gaps on some of the roads where no one has signed up to be road captain. 
· Maybe those who are already signed up can help recruit others to help nearby. 
· Sherry volunteered to help Bill follow up with the road captain list. 
· Betty will make corrections to the Rincon Valley Fire Department maps in her binder and send the new info to the fire dept. (Andrew Maclean) as it comes in. Just let her know. They want to the location of hydrants, water tanks, and ponds. 
· Betty will bring the binder to the May 14th Emergency Preparedness Committee Meeting if she is in town.
· Betty will talk to Andrew at the fire dept. about how best to proceed with keeping the information up to date. 
· Interesting tangent: We learned that the fire dept. can charge residents for their services if it is determined that the resident was negligent--like not keeping trees cut a safe distance from power lines. 
· We discussed some of the ways for road captains to get in touch with neighbors and have them participate in the PAS. Door to door visits may not feel safe to some people. Other options including going to the County Assessor for addresses and names.  Another option is to write down all the mailbox numbers on your road and then go to whitepages.com for a reverse look-up;  by entering the mailing address, many phone numbers and names can be found. Another option is contacting people through your Road Association. You could also have a potluck at your house and invite everyone to explain the PAS. 
· Our main concern is for people who are living here. But out of town owners may like to be on the phone system as well. (There are no long distance charges to the PAS as long as all phone numbers are in the continental U.S.)
· Strive to keep the phone information current, because we pay for each number that is called each time the system is activated. The system will make multiple attempts (13 times) to reach someone (or their voicemail) at each number given. 
· We're attempting to keep the Road Captain responsibility to no more than 12 households. 
Key Communicators (see Agenda)
· We're looking for a one-year commitment from three people. 
· Ray volunteered to be one.
· Sherry volunteered to be alternate (back-up). 
· One other back-up alternate is needed. 
Reasons to call: fire, earthquake, dangerous road conditions, road closure, another in a series of criminal activity. Not lost dogs--use Alpine Club email list for that sort of thing.

Meeting Convener: Bill agreed to continue convening the FMWW Emergency Preparedness Committee meetings for one year. Lee volunteered to take notes. Terry volunteers to help Bill with anything he needs done. She's known to be a spreadsheet master.

Other Discussion:
· It would be nice to include in the PAS call some concrete suggestions/reminders for what to do if these can be made short and simple. E.g. after an earthquake, turn off your main propane valve.
· The Dept. of Emergency Preparedness has handouts about what to do for different emergency situations. 
· The County has an elaborate system to contact people when evacuation is recommended. But they also say not to wait to be told and use common sense as when to evacuate. 
· Try to have fliers at the Hike n Hoot, but we want to be sure people realize that it is just for this area. 
· Go to callingpost.com for a neat demonstration of this phone alert system. 
Future Meeting Dates Set:
· The Emergency Preparedness Committee tries to meet monthly. The next meeting is Thursday, May 14 at 6:30 at Alpine Hall. 
The next Road Captain meeting is scheduled for Thursday, November 5 at 6:30 at Alpine Hall. 

· (end of Minutes)
