Emergency Preparedness Meeting Notes for June 11, 2009


In Attendance:
· Bill Blake
· Linda Sartor
· Jean M
· Andrew Maclean 

· Betty Doerksen
· Ray Krause

· Clint Mitchell
· Lee Mc Carthy-Smith
· Pat Gary

· Terry Spear, John Rush

Visit from Andrew Maclean, Fire Captain from the Rincon Valley Fire District
http://www.rvfire.org/ 

The Rincon Valley Fire Protection District provides fire and emergency services within the district boundaries and to surrounding areas as contracted. The district lies approximately 60 miles to the north of the City of San Francisco and is adjacent to the City of Santa Rosa. The service area is approximately 120 square miles. The population serviced is approximately 30,000. The district consists of 4 fire stations, 2 of which are staffed 24 hours and the remaining 2 stations are staffed by volunteers. Service is also provided by a 24 hour facility within the City of Santa Rosa which responds to District and City emergencies. The District operates 19 pieces of equipment including staff and utility vehicles.

Andrew shared slides from real fires and highlighted the importance of defensible space:
“You really need to have defensible space, go around your home and look for things that could ignite easily. Imagine you have a lighter in your hand, what might catch fire easily should be moved away from your home? 
Clearly mark your house (street number clearly visible) and prune your private roads and driveways. Keep in mind that fire trucks are about the size of a UPS truck or RV so they need to be able to get to your home. Water trucks might also need to get to your property for structure fires.”
Documenting your property, house, and anything that will help fight fires

Andrew is in the process of mapping our area using a handheld GPS mapping device as some of the maps of our area have not been updated in forty years. It is important that the fire department know where you live so they can assist you in the event of a fire and it is important that they know of anything on or near your property that can help them with rescues and/or fire fighting. 

The road captains have been trained on how to read and update the maps, they each have a copy of the fire department maps. You can contact your road captain to verify the map of your area. Be sure to indicate anything that will assist in fire prevention; roadways which are not listed, ponds (indicate seasonal or year round), permanent swimming pools, other water sources, add it to the maps. Fields, include field size – for helicopter landing. Please also indicate if you have a bridge and ideally indicate the weight limits (ideally the bridge will be able to handle 20 tons or more) so that fire engines or even bulldozers can cross.
Also note on the map if you have a water tank that can support fire hoses [the requirement for a fire hose attachment is 2.5 inch national standard thread (NST) male fitting adapter; currently a 2500 gallon tank is required for new construction which is approximately equivalent to 10 minutes of firefighting].
If you have a powered gate, Andrew recommends getting a Knox box which is now required on powered gates for new construction. If you do not have one on your powered gates you may want to get one so that there is no delay in the fire department getting to your property. The Knox Box allows the fire department key access to get in. www.knox.com  otherwise you may want to provide your security access code to the fire department so they have it on record, it is kept secure.

Anyone who is willing to be contacted by Andy from the fire department to verify maps or answer questions about errors or anomalies they can send messages through their road captain or contact Andrew directly via email amaclean@rvfire.org or by phone (707) 636-2486 ext. 211.
Other Notes:

Be sure to look at the scale for the fire department maps, typically they are one inch = 500 ft.
Sections of the maps with larger scale will NOT indicate building (too difficult to do at large scale)
Sprinkler systems on or around your house/property may be helpful.

FDC - means Fire Department Connections for sprinkler systems usually for commercial properties

There was a large fire in this area in 1964 and there have been other small fires, including a fire about ten years ago
Important Information – Websites and Phone Numbers:

For Emergencies call 911 or call 565-2121 (when calling from a cell phone) ( Recommendation, keep the number programmed in your phone. 

Fire Safe Sonoma (information that could save your live and your property): www.firesafesonoma.org 

Cal Fire

http://www.fire.ca.gov/ 

Cal Fire said to call them at (707) 960-1480 if there is a fire, downed tree on power lines, or fallen tree in the roadway. Also call PG&E: 1-800-743-5000 if there are downed power lines or trees that have fallen on the power lines.
Other discussions

· Possible road markers (mile markers) could be added to Saint Helena Road and Calistoga Roads to help identify accidents and fire locations.
· A “Straw Dog” first draft process will be put together for the next meeting on how the communication process between residents, road captains, and key communicators might work. Lee Mc Carthy-Smith offered to do the “straw dog”. The definition of a “straw dog” is something (an idea, or plan, usually) set up to be knocked down in order to be put back together better.
· Will determine when we should do a complete test on the system once we have a process outline
· Need process for updating information – i.e., removing phone numbers from the phone tree.

· New Gates Road Captain and Erland Road Captain  - Still need Road Captains for: 2nd half of Erland plus back-up captains; Alpine Road; Plum Ranch Road; Calistoga South: 2133 to 2320 & including Cleland Rd.
If you would like to be added to the Emergency Preparedness Committee email distribution list please send an email hbuck@sonic.net to add you.
