Emergency Preparedness Meeting Minutes for July 9, 2009


In Attendance:

· Bill Blake

· Linda Sartor

· Jeff Phillips

· Sherry Soleski

· Katherine Stevens 

· Jennifer Joell

· Charlotte Ginsberg

· Grif Okie 

· Bob Cortelyou

· Ray Krauss

· Clint Mitchell

· Tim Mc Carthy-Smith

· Pat Gray

· Barbara Shumsky

· Terry Spear, John Rush

Questions from last meeting: 

1) Where to go to get adapters for a water storage unit to end up with the Fire Dept’s preferred connection of 2.5 inch National Standard?


Friedman’s: cheaper than SR Fire


Santa Rosa Fire (in Rohnert Park)

2) Where to find a Knox box (lock) for powered gates?

www.knoxbox.com tell them you’re in Sonoma County and they’ll code so local Fire Dept can open gate.

3) Convener’s Report: 

A) 101 Households with approx 233 phone numbers uploaded. 

B) Road Captain additions/candidates:

Julia Brigden of Plum Ranch Road 

Melanie Miller and Pat Emery as back-ups. Grif to get addresses for J, M and P and full contact info while helping them learn the Road Captain duties.

Amanda Hass to do southern Calistoga; Grif to check her correct email.

Josset Peralt might want to be co-captain on Upper Erland Road; wants Grif to deliver information. 

Tyler Heck and Roger Rondeau are also possible co-Captain candidates on Erland Road.

One more empty spot on Alpine Road, someone there named Danny White will be contacted by Bill. 
How many road captains so far? 30, counting all Captains, Co-captains and back-ups.

C)  Tutorial on calling website. Bill is going to send out a PDF of Quick Tips on how CallingPost (the automated calling system) works.  Website is:  www.callingpost.com
Phone system is in two lists, 

a) One list is for the full PAS membership

b) One list is for Road Captains (and co-captains and back-ups) only

Calls can be made from 6AM to midnight. (To get the 24 hour capability used by Fire Departments would cost EPC $1200 to start with a contact, with calls on top of that.)

D) County’s 211 info service:  Bill to call to find out more info.

4) Reviewed straw dog of Communication Process. Everyone agreed it was a good baseline. 

Ideas discussed of how calling system can be updated. The fire district and COPE is watching this as it is a pilot plan, the first one in the county. Bill talked to COPE guy. 

Follow up information, all clear of update if something keeps going on. 

Third block of flow chart: if cannot get a hold of immediate Road Captain, call a different Road Captain. 

Person initiates call gets an update about issue, follow same process to get update out. 

How to tell (or remind) PAS participants who is their Road Captain(s). Sticker for what who to call, signify who road captains are. 

Road captains print up sticker for their specific road. 

Different ways to get the info out to the community. 

Updating this document (Straw Dog) with removing the NO statements, putting road specific info into the document.  Terry to draft a prototype sticker (magnet, whatever) with simplified PAS steps and basic contact info.

Add date time stamp to beginning statement in 70 second message. 

Possible message blogsite. Clint offered a blogsite that he set up. 

5) Do we do a test call to the entire PSA list? 

Test call to entire community. Tentative date:  07/25/09 (a Saturday) at noon. Bill to confirm with email to Road Captains. In Test Call, we’ll ask recipients to call their Road Captains to tell them they receive the call on X many of their phone numbers. If recipients still don’t know their Road Captains, we’ll refer them to the AC website for a listing.

Jeff wants to have a PAS presentation this Saturday at the Alpine Club meeting to distribute this info.  Bill will present.  Sherry will do flyers with Communication Process on one side and list of Road Captains on the other.

6) Call outlines/templates

Automated calls are limited to 70 seconds. 70 seconds is roughly 150 words, read at a moderate pace. EPC will create templates for different types of emergencies so the basic information is communicated within the 70 second limit.

John and Terry wrote up info for a Wildfire Emergency.  They will next divide the info into three parts:  a template for a PAS emergency wildfire call (critical info to fit within 70 seconds);  info on what to do if you have some time before threatened by a fire;  and what to do if evacuation is soon. Sydney also wrote up info on Earthquakes that needs to be adapted the same way.

7) Truthing the Maps:  Captains to turn in their changes/corrections to the maps at AC gathering (07/11). Call Betty or Bill with questions.

8) Key Communicators are:  Ray Krauss, Sherry Soleski, Clint Mitchell (with Bill Blake as back-up)

9) Next EPC meeting:  August 13th, Food Sharing at 6PM, Meeting at 6:30PM, at 6969 Mattei Road (Ray and Barbara’s). Bring swim suit for after meeting dip.

Miscellaneous (not on agenda):

There was a discussion about criteria for using the system. An example was given where it was discussed whether or not the system should be used if a road captain found out that there is a illicit drug lab in the area. 

What is the criteria for making a call into the system?  Clint to write up various types of situations for the committee to discuss at the next meeting.

Sonic is an Internet Service Provider who supplies WildBlue Internet Service. WildBlue is a set of equipment that uses satellite connection to the internet with Sonic as a host. 

Pogowave is a different type of internet equipment is not satellite based, it is earth based from towers like a cell phone system. This was recently purchased by Sonic who will host this service the way they are hosting Wildblue. 

Website for Alpine Valley Santa Rosa, CA is: http://sites.google.com/site/alpineclubsite
The EPC info starts on:

http://sites.google.com/site/alpineclubsite/phone-alert-system-emergency-preparedness
Future Meetings:

1) Scanners:  how to best use.

2) Broadcast text messaging (e.g. Twitter)?

3) EPC blog

4) EPC web pages:  who to do?  How to update, etc.

