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Minutes for Emergency Preparedness Meeting

September 10, 2009

6:00PM to 8:00PM

Ray Krauss & Barbara Shumsky’s house, 6969 Mattei Road

6:30PM Business Meeting

1) Attendees:  Tom Graham (sp?), Judy McGrath, Andrew MacLean, Ray Krauss, Terry Spear, John Rush, Jennifer Joel, Katherine Stevens, Bill Blake
2) Minutes: 08-13-2009 Minutes approved.

Andrew MacLean, Fire Captain for Rincon Valley Fire Department: 

3) Maps: Helicopter landing zones on maps are not meant to be comprehensive, but crews need to know good areas. Tom: let property owners know that they have zones on their land; Andrew agrees and that is what Road Captains are trying to do. Landing zones will be used for emergencies only.

Water sources:  make them obvious (highly visible) on your property; clear brush around them; use blue reflectors to mark to clearly mark (imagine smoky dark night). 2500+ gallons sources are key; smaller sources might also be noted as appropriate.

Communications with Key Communicators:  exploring a possibility of special notification by fire dispatcher.  Andrew thinks pagers might be the way to go. Still under review with Andrew’s Chief.

What radio station is best during emergency?  No one best station…need to listen to several. 

Harriet to invite Andrew to EPC email list.

Andrew’s address:  POB 2191, Santa Rosa, 95405

Cell: 292-7869

4) Convener’s Report:  

a) 298 phone numbers are currently uploaded (as of 09-04-2009)
b) County’s 211 hotline; Key Communicators can now call in to 211 to give info on emergency situation that would, in turn, be available to anyone calling 211.

c) Updates on Road Captain recruitment;  need corrections to existing RC contact info. Areas not served or underserved include Alpine Road and Erland Road.

5) EPC “Phone Labels” for each Road Captain. Blank labels distributed. Bill has more as needed.  Road Captain to customize for their own road using Terry’s template.

6) Call content outlines. Committee quickly reviewed Bob’s outline for Landslide and no one could think of any improvements to add. Will review Sydney’s Earthquake Outline at next meeting.

7) Truthing the Maps: work continues. Can we finish by November?

8) Future Projects: what projects does the EPC want to focus on now and in the future? How to prioritize them?

A) Reclaiming old fire roads for use doing emergencies (only). Grants available? Andrew:  inmate crew to limb-up trees on roads?

Can we start with putting a map together to show old fire roads?

Ray:  would insurance companies be willing to make grants?

B) Thinning woodlands on private lands? Grants available?

C) Education of new residents:  put an informational welcome kit together regarding emergency preparedness, defensible space, etc.

Do an emergency preparedness workshop at Monan’s Rill? Videotape it?

Does CDF have PowerPoint(s) we can use? Link to website?

D) Proper Addressing; house number signage.  EPC design and sell (at cost) reflective number signs for community? Costs?

E) Mile markers on county roads.

F) Recruit more (new) people in EPC as a year-round activity? (Not just in fire season.) Move meeting location back to Alpine Hall?

G) Broadcast texting on cell phones? Use Twiter for free or wait for CallingPost future options?

H) Walkie-Talkie system for Key Communicators and interested Road Captains?

9) Miscellaneous:

Is Lindsay Austin on EPC email list? 
lindsay@kingshillcellars.com
is listed. Lindsay, please confirm you got these minutes.
10) Key Communicators:  Ray Krauss, Sherry Soleski, Clint Mitchell (and Bill Blake as back-up)

11) Next EPC Meeting:  date? Not discussed, but tentatively October 8. Location to be determined.
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