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Friends of the Mark West Watershed

Protection ~ Restoration ~ Preservation 

MEETING MINUTES

July 20, 2006

Chair:  Pat Gray 539-2825

Vice-Chair:  Richard Baril 538--2673

Treasurer:  Grif Okie 537-9001

Interim Secretary:  Pat Gray (we need a volunteer to join the steering committee and try out being secretary! It’s fun!)

PRESENT:  at Ray & Barbara’s home:  Sander Torgeson; Ray Krause; Betty & Jim Doerksen; Paul Marking; Grif Okie, Jeff Phillips; Penny Sirota; Pat Gray; Linda Sartor.

1.
Introductions/ Chair’s Report


Monan’s Rill meeting with FMWW has approved having our meetings there each month.  MRA rules will be posted on our internet and all are asked to please respect them while on the land. August 17th   6 p.m. is next meeting.  Suggested that we make a list of things in common with MRI that we will continue to have a conversation about.  Who would like to start that list?

2.
Review & Approve Minutes:  Approved as amended for posting on the web page. 

3.
Treasurer’s Report: Grif


Ending balance:  $7,231.00 balance on hand. 

4.
Creek Report:  Richard


Linda Sartor made a report on behalf of Richard.  Richard remains committed to invasive plant eradication and will continue with projects in the spring.  There was a conversation about using some chemicals to get in front of the yellow star thistle and the broom.  We do not have consensus on the subject of chemical use (i.e. Round up).


5.
Saddle Mountain Preservation:  Grif


Land Paths reported to Grif that the Merner/Saddle Mountain purchase is back in contract and should close in about 3 months.  Open Space agreed to pay Merner additional funds to cover late closing, representing lost use of the funds.  They will keep us posted.  If anyone would like to be a docent hiker call Rebecca at Land Paths or Cyrie at 537-9001.  When we know they are ready we will send out another notice and schedule training.


6.
Oct. 21, 2006 Harvest Moon Dinner Dance:  Pat/Sherry


Tickets are on sale.  $40 per person.  Sub committee will meet to hash details and report to general meeting in August.  Paul Marking volunteered to help.  Please call Pat Gray if you would like to volunteer in creating the 4th Annual HMDD.  In addition we are hoping for more outdoor type auction prizes so if you are connected in any way or know someone who would be willing to donate a tax deductible gift please call Pat at 539-2825.  She has all the paperwork and will pick up all donations.

7. 
Fish and Game Road Project:  Ray 


Lone Tree will be finished on Friday 7/21/06. (Update:  the road is formed (separate from the creek!) and the culvert installation and rocking remains as of 7/24/06) Mattie Road is next and then Puff Lane at Monan’s Rill. Tarwater and Monan’s Rill, Erland and Cleland are on board.  All scheduled for completion by the fall.  

New Business:  Brain storming

-
Jim wants to see more ecological healthy, thriving, watershed in every regard.

-
Need more help on the creek and on the fishery; as important as wineries 

-
Purchase water testing equipment

-
Get Web page together: pay Peeter to finish.  $500 limit.  Consensus. Send material.  Get Richard’s photos

-
Hire Arthur Dawson to assist on the historical ecology project. 

-
Series of perma-culture workshops:  Brock Dolman? 

-
Explore potential grants for our work in conjunction with Monan’s Rill Institute

-
Dave Tracy could lead in ‘future search’ workshop to hone our future visions

-
Fire safety:  get a chipper into our community to use for debris.

-
Figure out how our watershed works:  hydrology, geology and science study. Need water study survey. 

Need Feedback ways to benefit the fish.  Watershed Atlas?  Creek monitoring program and data collection?  Quantifying the water flow?  

-
Are ponds and holding reservoirs good or bad? Need information.

-
Ask Kate about the graduate student who is studying MWC Koho population. (done)

-
Interview elders in this community to documents history.  Henry Mattie, Sander Torgeson.

-
Create a stewardship plan. 

8.
Fire Protection Plan:  Table

9.
Emergency Preparedness: Table

10.
Mark West Watershed Historical Society: Jim Doerksen and Sander Torgesen (here since 1947) talked about who and what could be contributed.  Sandy would be willing to write up some notes and be interviewed.  Gaye LaBaron has touched on a few things in her books.  Jim has all the notes from Alpine Yodeler.  Ray will scan onto the web page. Ask Alpine club for donation to help collate all of the data. Jim has George Mattai’s interviews on tapes.  Transcribe? Ray Krauss will be committee chair. Linda; Ray; Sander are the committee.   Thanks everyone.

11.
Data Base anyone? table 

12.
Spending money: table 

13.
Riparian water rights:  Response to Pride petition to maintain a 2-acre pond due by July 26th.  Filed in 2003.  24’ dam proposed with resulting surface area of 1.5 acres.  Jim Doreksen and Grif Okie walked the area last week with Steve Pride to discuss.  Good points are that it is at the top of the ridge at the county line.  Not an ‘in stream’ reservoir.    It is a man made diversion.  They can only take water through March 15th.  They have to have a way of diverting water after March 15 to the watershed and it is unclear how they plan to do that.  Steve Pride represented to them that Pride would not pump from their well into the reservoir.  The rules say they can pump into the reservoir. The reservoir has a plastic liner. Project is 10 years in the making. Pride says they are done planting: no more grapes. Opinion from long timers is that the creek flow is ¼ of what it once was this time of year.  What, if any, is the benefit of a lined pond at the top of the watershed? Deadline to protest is 7/26/06.  Consensus:  File a protest indicating that there is not enough information;  Impossible to know that it is not damaging endangered species; attach data to support concern.  Grif and Ray will prepare draft by Monday and will publish it to State Water Resources Control Board (done). Grif will respond as a private person with riparian rights.  Consensus:  FMWW will file a protest and ask for more information. Done.  (FMWW’s letter and protest application will be posted on the web our webpage.  Good work Ray and Grif).

14.  
Support for Open Space authorization:  Board of Supervisors put re-authorization of Open Space tax on the ballot for November.  We have been invited to join the committee as the Mark West Regional Committee to support reauthorization of the ¼% open space sales tax.  Nominate Ray to be our liaison to the General committee: Accepted.  Discussion to hold fundraiser or donate October 21 dinner dance proceeds up to $5000; Consensus that we be designated a OS regional committee and that we will share our mailing list (does not include Alpine Club list).   If we decide to make the HMDD include fundraising Open Space fundraising the event is sure to attract sponsors and generate record-breaking revenues.  Win Win.  Decision tabled to August meeting. 

Thanks to Ray and Barbara for hosting our meeting, providing nice wine and food; also thanks to others who provided great food along with their intention to make a difference.

Adjourned around 9:30 p.m.


Next Meeting:  August 17th, 2006 at Monan’s Rill Hub 6 – 9 p.m.   Bring snacks to share and beverage.   Thereafter until further notice we will meet at MR hub on the 3rd Thursday of each month at 6:00 p.m.  Mark your calendars and watch for email with proposed agenda items.  

Proposed preliminary planning meeting for Harvest Moon Dinner Dance planning committee to be announced.  Call Pat if you would like to volunteer to plan and execute this great event.  More hands the more fun we have.

Respectfully submitted,

Pat Gray 

539-2825

7/24/06

7915 St. Helena Road

Santa Rosa, CA 95404

(707) 539-2825

www.markwestwatershed.org

For Information and To Volunteer


