FRIENDS OF THE MARK WEST WATERSHED

~ August 16, 2007 ~

MONAN'S RILL  ~   6:00 - 9:00 P.M.

AGENDA

Business Meeting

1.         Introductions/ Chair's Report:  Pat (539-2825)

2.         Review Minutes & Hear Amendments to Agenda

3.         Treasurer's Report: Bill

Committee Reports

4.         Creek Report:  Richard

5.         COPE Report: Partnering with Alpine Club approved. What is the next step for organizing the two groups?  Grif

6.         History Project Committee Report:  Penny/Ray

7.         Trail Watcher Report  -  Cyrie/Grif

8.          Web Page Construction - Bill

9.          Harvest Moon Dinner Dance - October 27, Mark West Lodge - Pat

Old Business

10.         Thompson's Award's Dinner

11.         Outreach to mid stream residents

12.         Fall newsletter - Deadline:  August 20th, 2007.  We need your stories; announcements; sightings of watershed animals, birds, bears, snakes, fauna and flora.  Email direct to Kate Wilson at <skysaddle@earthlink.net>  

13.         Long Range Planning Committee - FOCUS PROGRAM:  Pat & Ray

ANNOUNCEMENTS - Forestry Stewardship Workshop hosted by UC Extension:  Sept.  29th, 2007 at Monan's Rill, 8 a.m to 5 p.m.   Sign up if you want to attend.  FMWW will provide beverages and drinks at the event as co-host.  Call Paul to sign up 539-5479 or direct to Jill at jill.butler@fire.ca.gov.  If you would like to assist as a rep of FMWW co-hosting please email Pat graybird@vom.com.  

(Feel free to bring food to share and your favorite beverage)

Next meeting: 6 p.m. at Monan's Rill

September 20, 2007 (always the 3rd Thursday)

Directions to Monan's Rill ~ 7899 St. Helena Rd.. Santa Rosa CA 95404

Approx. 4 miles on St. Helena Road from Calistoga Road.   At the bottom of a sharp S turn, there are several mailboxes on the left at the base of the main drive onto the land. You will also see a sign for Monan's Rill at the entry on the left side of the road.   Go up the gravel drive. Please keep your speed below 15 mph. Monan's Rill community hub is about a mile up the drive.   Once you get onto the property, keep going straight, curving around to the left until you get to a "Y".   Take the right fork, cross over the bridge, go to the mailboxes and turn left.  The community building is on the left and parking is in the parking lot area on the left.  Please leave your pets at home  ~ stay clear of the ponds  ~ no smoking. Thank you

FRIENDS OF THE MARK WEST WATERSHED

Minutes from general meeting 7-19-07

Present: Angel, Josh, Bill, Ray, Pat, Bob, Jim, Betty, Paul, Steve, Penny, Richard, Delores, Janice, Paula (?)

Andrew McLean:

Andrew gave us an update on the mapping that the fire department is doing, they are working on the north side of St. Helena Rd. now.

He was appreciative of Monan's Rill allowing the fire department to conduct training exercises on their property.  All local fire departments will have a change to run drills and practice

Minutes:

Minutes of 6-17-07 are approved with no amendments

Treasurer's Report:

Bill had 1500 return envelopes printed at a cost of a little under $300.00

Membership:

There was a question about membership and how to keep track of members and if they are current with their dues.  After a wide ranging discussion Paul volunteered to organize the list, Steve offered his assistance as well

Jim gave Bill $100 to cover his membership dues for next 10 years

There was a suggestion to continue to discussion of membership dues during the upcoming strategic planning process

Creek Report: 

Richard has placed five Hobo temps in the creek to measure water temperature.

Richard has been pulling some steelhead fry out of creek and putting them into larger pools

COPE Report: 

The Alpine Club recently agreed to partner with FMWW to help implement COPE.  We discussed what this meant and what the next steps would be.  There was a suggestion to have Grif meet with the Alpine Club and see who in the group would be willing to help

History committee:

Ray is going to visit Jackie Tauzer's grandfather and interview him about some early history of the Mark West Watershed

The RCD may be able to provide historical aerial photos

Web Page:

The committee feels that for right now the basic structure of our web site is fine, we need to make some minor revisions to existing pages, the pages needing revisions were split up between the committee members.  The next committee meeting will be on August 7th at 7p.m. at Bill's house

Bill requested photographs to use on the website, digital format is strongly preferred

Harvest Moon Dinner Dance:

A new event matrix has been created to reflect the change in venue.  The amount of work involved has been cut by nearly 50% from previous years.

Pat went over a list of winery and members who had agreed to contact them.  Pat will send out an email with instruction for soliciting wine and will attach the forms needed

Paul and Richard are still working on outreach to the lower watershed.  Richard agreed to make a sign advertising the HMDD for the intersection of Porter Creek rd. and Calistoga Rd before August 30th.

Pat requested more volunteers for the auction the night of the dinner.  Several more people volunteered, the current volunteers are: Janice, Josh, Penny, Dolores, Paul, Bill, and Harriet

Long range planning:

Ray passed out a page with planning framework information on it.  There was a suggestion that in the future we could commit a certain portion of our fundraising profits toward creating a strategic plan

Forest stewardship workshop:

UC Davis extension is sponsoring an upcoming workshop that will be held at Monan's Rill.  In partnership with several other Sonoma county groups the workshop will target small woodlot owners.  Some of the topics that will be addressed are: Sudden oak death, Land easements, and Fire prevention

The workshop will take place on September 29th at Monan's Rill.  If you plan to attend you must sign up as there will only be 30 +/- allowed to attend this first program.  If there is a great demand then they will hold another session. 

Mattei property:

Jim Doerksen recently sent a letter to the realtor in charge of selling the Mattei property indicating his strong opposition to a vineyard being planted on the property.  There was a spirited discussion about the topics raised in the letter and the current lack of regulations for vineyards in Sonoma County

Respectfully submitted,

-Josh Tracy

