FRIENDS OF THE MARK WEST WATERSHED

markwestwatershed.org

~ September 20, 2007 ~

MONAN'S RILL  ~  6:00 - 9:00 P.M.

AGENDA

Special Guest Speaker:  Author, Arthur Dawson. Freelance writer and poet who lives in Glen Ellen.  His work has appeared in Outside magazine, Traveler’s Tales Guides, and more.  He will speak about gathering local history, organization and tips to inspire our own history project.  Author of Creek Wisdom, An Ecological History of Sonoma Valley as told by local elders; The Stories Behind Sonoma Valley Place Names; On Foot in Sonoma: Twelve Walks in the Valley of the Moon. Arthur has generously donated copies of all three books to our HMDD auction.  ~ 6:00 to 6:45, allowing time for questions ~

Please try to arrive for meeting at 5:45 so that we can start on time. 

Following this meeting the Harvest Moon Dinner Dance committee will meet. Ideally the Business Meeting will end by 7:30

Business Meeting

1.         Introductions/ Chair’s Report:  Pat (539-2825)

2.         Review Minutes & Hear Amendments to Agenda

3.         Treasurer’s Report: Bill

Committee Reports

4.         Creek Report:  Richard

5.         COPE Report: Telephone Tree -  Grif/Pat

6.         History Project Committee Report:  Penny/Ray

7.         Trail Watcher Report  -  Cyrie/Grif

8.          Web Page Construction - Bill

9.          Harvest Moon Dinner Dance – October 27, Mark West Lodge Ticket Sales, newsletter, wine – Pat

Old Business

10.         Long Range Planning Committee – FOCUS PROGRAM: Provide more information to MRI re strategic planning?  Pat & Ray 

11.          Membership list:  Paul/Steve

ANNOUNCEMENTS – 

(Feel free to bring food to share and your favorite beverage)

Next meeting: 6 p.m. at Monan's Rill

October 18, 2007 (always the 3rd Thursday)

Directions to Monan’s Rill ~ 7899 St. Helena Rd.. Santa Rosa CA 95404

Approx. 4 miles on St. Helena Road from Calistoga Road.   At the bottom of a sharp S turn, there are several mailboxes on the left at the base of the main drive onto the land. You will also see a sign for Monan’s Rill at the entry on the left side of the road.   Go up the gravel drive. Please keep your speed below 15 mph. Monan’s Rill community hub is about a mile up the drive.   Once you get onto the property, keep going straight, curving around to the left until you get to a "Y".   Take the right fork, cross over the bridge, go to the mailboxes and turn left.  The community building is on the left and parking is in the parking lot area on the left.  Please leave your pets at home  ~ stay clear of the ponds  ~ no smoking. Thank you

FRIENDS OF THE MARK WEST WATERSHED

6985 ST. HELENA ROAD

SANTA ROSA CA 95404

(707) 539-2825

********************************************************

FRIENDS OF THE MARK WEST WATERSHED

Minutes from General Meeting 8-16-07
Minutes:

Approved with minor spelling corrections

General announcements:

Penny mentioned that there were many dead trees along St. Helena Rd. and wondered about what we could do that would be proactive to remove them

Treasurers report:

We currently have $5,763.76 in the bank; we have gotten two envelopes back for the HMDD

Creek report:

There was a concern expressed about the county wanting to make the bridge larger to Safari West and the potential to damage to the creek

COPE:

The committee has not met since May. COPE helped facilitate the Rincon Valley fire department doing extensive training in the Watershed this fall.

Newsletter: 

Kate is working on the newsletter; the deadline for submissions is August 26th.  The deadline to give Josh new addresses is September 1st.  Janice will write about the upcoming quilting project, Ray will write about the recent fire drills and the upcoming workshop, Pat will write about our recent award.

History:

Ray recently recorded Jackie Tauzer’s grandfather’s memories about the area; he lived in the Cleland Ranch area from ages 11 to 13 and recalled walking to school with his dog and rifle every morning.  There was a request to have Penny’s friend Arthur come and speak at a future meeting about compiling local histoQuilting:

Janice talked about her interest in creating a quilt for next years HMDD.  Several other people expressed enthusiasm and an interest in participating

Trail watcher report:

Grif requested that trail watchers not hike alone and fill out reports when you hike. Kathleen March from Open Space coordinated with the DEA for the recent Marijuana raid on Saddle Mountain

Web Page:

Committee recently met, Paul is working on our links page, there was a request to add links about wells and sewer. Bill is still looking for more pictures of the watershed. The were requests to have a page with photos, and page for wildlife sightings. The committee meets again on September 11th at 7p.m. at Bill’s house

HMDD:

Penny’s drum circle can play; it will be a smaller circle than performed at the Wednesday night market.  The band “5 a.m.” will play after dinner.  There was a lengthy and passionate discussion about how this decision was made.  There were several requests for more communication and a more defined process in the future.

We are still short 50 bottles of wine for the auction dinner/dance.  Please contact wineries if you signed up to do so

Upcoming Workshop:

Penny will help Jill Butler plan the walk, Penny will also speak during the workshop about MRA’s experiences with forest management.  FMWW will provide breakfast: Coffee and bagels at 7 a.m. and more snacks at 10 a.m.  Sonoma land trust is providing lunches.  Pat will do shopping and give Bill the bill

Long range planning:

The committee is still hoping to develop a strategic plan this winter

RCD recently received $10,000 from the Sonoma County Water Agency to help with strategic planning; MRI is still interested in helping fund our strategic planning, but would like more information

Respectfully submitted,

Josh Tracy

 

