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Friends of the

Mark West Watershed
Protection ~ Restoration ~ Preservation

Minutes 9-18-08
Minutes:

The minutes from the June meeting were not fully distributed; they will be resent to the group and reviewed at the next meeting.

Saddle Mountain Management planning and Mark West Watershed Management plan:

Ray shared that a draft of the Saddle Mountain Management plan was being created and will be distributed to us soon.

The RCD prepared a Management plan for us, they was a brief discussion about if it was complete and specific enough to be of use.  

Grif asked if this was a boilerplate plan rather than tailored to our watershed, he thought it was hard to read through because it is not specific enough. Ray responded that it was completed quickly to ensure we would be eligible for funding sources, he suggested we contact RCD with any comments or suggestions
The RCD is using this document to seek other grants, such as steam monitoring.

Several people expressed an interest in discussing this plan at a future meeting; there were also requests for hard copies.  Ray and Bill will explore posting it on our website.

Finance report:
We currently have $11,801.19 in our bank account; our only recent activity is for hosting our website

Nominating committee for officers:
There was a brief conversation about creating a committee that would nominate officers, while discussing the charge of the committee the group selected the new officers for the next year.

Bill agreed to continue as treasurer
Josh agreed to continue as Secretary

Harriet and Linda agreed to be co-chairs
Penny, Linda, Amy, and Ray agreed to be on the facilitation team.
Standing committees:
There was a brief discussion about our existing committees, the people listed after each of the following committees agreed to write us a brief draft summary of the charge of the committee
1. Membership, (Events, outreach, fundraising, and education)
AMY

2.  Stewardship

GRIF AND RAY
3. Emergency preparedness

BILL

4. History

LINDA
5. Administrative committee

DOCUMENT EXISTS
Power dynamics:

Penny suggested having Adam Wolpert come and work with us around the issue of group dynamics, perhaps having him up for a day long workshop
There was a request to find out the costs and to bring the issue back to the group
Amy:

A friend of hers wrote a book about reconnecting with nature and she thought it might interest us as a program we might want to implement, she brought the book if anyone is excited by it we can pursue it further
Greg would love to be involved with looking at the program
Paul suggested buying a few copies for the group, there was a suggestion to refer this to the membership committee 
Water diversions:

There were strong concerns shared about suspected pumping out of the creek to water nearby vineyards
Rays suggestion would be to appoint an ad-hoc committee to look into this, making direct contact expressing our concern with the low flow in the creek and to see if we can work with them and if not explore our options

Richard, Grif, and Ray will be on the committee, they will not speak for FMWW without coming to the group for approval…Ray will convene the committee
Sonoma Country day school:
There was a concern that the fertilizer from their fields is draining into the creek, this will be discussed at the next meeting

Pepperwood:
Greg told us about and upcoming class on October 18th that is co-sponsored by the Laguna foundation and Pepperwood foundation.  The class will travel from the top of the watershed to the bottom; it will start at MRA, then down to the Doerksons, then John Micholas then parts of Pepperwood, then down to the Laguna.  There will be naturalists along as well, contact Greg if you are interested in attending

Pepperwood will have a wildflower event on April 11th; there be many activities for children

Respectfully submitted,

-Josh Tracy
�EMBED Unknown���
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