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Friends of the

Mark West Watershed
Protection ~ Restoration ~ Preservation

Minutes from 10-16-08 General Meeting
Minutes:
June minutes were APPROVED with no amendments

September minutes were APPROVED with the following amendment:

Amy has a friend who wrote a book about exploring sense of place

Financial report:
There was no change from the last report

Standing committees:
The summaries will be sent out via email

Workshop/Adam Wolpert:
Penny talked to Adam Wolpert about doing a workshop with us. He charges between $60-$100/hr for his time.  He focuses on group power dynamics and consensus.

There was some interest in this, but not in the immediate future. Penny will bring the issue back to the group in the spring:

New contact:
Pat asked to not be the contact person for FMWW, it made sense to change it to Harriet, we will ask her is she is willing to be the new contact person.

Fall newsletter:
We usually sent out newsletter in the fall, touting what we have done in the past year. Kate may be willing to help with newsletter again.

After a brief discussion Ray agreed to take it on and will get a draft to Kate by November 1st.  He will email the group asking for submissions.

We need up to $500 for mailing and envelopes, APPROVED

McDonald Ranch:
There was a concern expressed that the ranch had put in new corrals that were situated to close to the creek, this will be revisited at the next meeting

Blue Ribbon Group:
RCD and the city of Santa Rosa an event that will put together local groups who are doing water quality and restoration work in the Russian River watershed. The event is on November 12th,  we will get three minutes to show pictures and tell who we are

Several people expressed interest, Penny, Sue, Ray, and Harriet. Table and wall space will also be available.

Cornell:
Jim Doerkson shared what he knew about the upcoming Planning department hearing regarding Cornell’s proposed winery.  Jim presented some of his research regarding the timber harvests and grading that had been done in the past.  Jim shared that the Water quality board felt in the past that there would be serious problems with erosion if they planted grapes on their property where slopes averaged 27%.  Cornell proceeded to plant grapes on the property. Jim expressed his strong opinion that the Cornell project was detrimental to our watershed and that we needed to find ways to limit this sort of activity.  

There were differing opinions expressed and pointed questions put to Jim about some of his conclusions

Everyone agreed that we would like to speak with Guy Davis who is Cornell’s winemaker and partner, Pat agreed to try and contact Guy Davis to see if he could meet with us before the planning meeting, she will keep us updated

FMWW talked with Guy Davis many years ago and agreed not to oppose their proposed winery when they agreed to concessions that we requested, such as not trucking in grapes to the property and limiting their wine production to 10,000 cases per year, this new proposed winery is on a different parcel than the original request

Jim expressed his strong concern and suspicion that Cornell is agreeing to limit production to 10,000 cases a year but because the new proposed winery is twice the square footage of the previous winery that they will simply increase production 

There were suggestions that we request for them to formally agree to downsize the size of the facility that would be better suited to processing the grapes on the property they currently have.

Unless we can meet again before the planning meeting no position will be taken By FMWW regarding Cornell’s winery, many are planning to speak on their own behalf

Jim, Kate, and others took a plane flight around the watershed recently and took pictures, they were concerned by the expansion of vineyards, it appears a new vineyard has been put in across the road from 8870; we will investigate to see if it was put in without permits
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