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	A watershed community 

dedicated to preserving, protecting, 

and restoring the Mark West Creek and its watershed as a natural and community resource. 
	Friends of the Mark West Watershed

6985 Saint Helena Road

Santa Rosa, CA 95404

Email: hbuckwalter@wildblue.net
Tel: 707-539-4330

Fax: 206-309-0680


Minutes of the FMWW General Membership Meeting

12-11-2008

Present:  Linda, Harriet, Josh, Bill, Megan, Paul, Amy, Ray, Sharon, Betty, Janis, Sherry, Jeff, Jim, Richard and Pat.

November Minutes were APPROVED without amendments.

Treasurer’s Report:  checking account balance is $11,597.79. The only expense since the last meeting was to reimburse Sherry for 1,434 photocopies that were distributed at the 11/13/08 BZA hearing; $143.40.

2008 Newsletter:  a draft of the upcoming newsletter was distributed and members made comments and corrections to the draft.  The group decided to pay $84 additional for First Class postage;  entire mail house cost with postage for 800 mailers is estimated to be $409 (using First Class). Printing of 1000 newsletters is estimated to be another $400. After discussion, it was decided that the newsletter should have a donation (remittance) envelope to increase the response rate.  The new envelope will be developed by Bill and be designed to work for at least six of the next newsletters so we can order a higher quantity and get a quantity price break. 

Alpine Club List Serve: After discussion, the group APPROVED offering the Alpine Club the use of FMWW’s capacity to create an additional email list serve for AC at no extra cost to FMWW.  The Alpine Club will meet and respond to FMWW’s offer; if accepted, the Alpine Club list serve will be its own entity with its own identity. 

Grading Ordinance:  report on the County Supervisors’ 12/10/08 meeting and their passage of the new Grading Ordinance.  It was suggested that the issue be pursued by the Land Use Committee (formerly known as the Ad Hoc Cornell Committee).  Ray reported on his discussion with Kimberly Burr, attorney for various environmental groups opposed to the new ordinance.  Additional discussion of possible future strategies and alliances in opposition to the ordinance.

Committee Structure:  discussion of the initial drafts of the charges (i.e. mission statements) for the new committees.

Emergency Preparedness Committee:  general agreement on the draft charge.  Note: Sharon (Grinnell) wants to join committee once it gets going.

History Committee:  general agreement on the draft charge.

Outreach and Events Committee:  agreement to modify the draft charge to separate fundraising into its own committee.

Land Use Committee (formerly known as the Ad Hoc Cornell Committee):  Ray to write a draft of its charge.  In general, the committee’s tasks were described as “reactive,” responding to situations that put the watershed in peril; for example, the proposed Cornell Winery and the recently-approved Grading Ordinance.

Stewardship Committee:  Ray to write a draft of its charge.  In general, the committee’s tasks were described as “proactive,” working towards projects that improve the health of the watershed;  for example, working with the Sotoyome RCD, doing creek monitoring, promoting reforesting, removing non-native plants, etc.

Fundraising Committee:  Janis to write a draft of its charge.

Discussion of land use at McDonald Ranch:  reports by Richard and Pat of animals penned near the creek and animal waste going into creek.  Previously, Richard, Grif and Pat have worked with McDonald to restore creekside areas and relocate animals and manure pens away from waterways.  Lately, animals were relocated back to near creek. Pat complained to McDonald one month ago, but animals are still near creek.  Group APPROVED making an official complaint to CA EPA; Ray to file complaint online. Pat to notify McDonald by email of filing of the complaint, and Richard will call Linda McDonald to follow-up.

Cornell Vineyards LLC’s application for Winery Use Permit:  Discussion of strategies.  Does FMWW hire or contact legal help at this point?  If Cornell’s permit is approved at next BZA meeting, do we hire a lawyer then?  No decision made at this time to hire legal help.

Since 11/13/08 BZA hearing, Pat has emailed Guy Davis (applicant on behalf of Henry Cornell) to invite him to meet with FMWW, but she has not heard back.  Group agreed that Ray should write a formal, hardcopy letter inviting Davis to our next (January) FMWW General Meeting.

After discussion, the group APPROVED spending $400 for its own copy of the court reporter’s transcript of the 11/13/08 BZA hearing on Cornell.  Jim to submit invoice to Bill for payment.

Quick Decisions:  How can FMWW make quick decisions while honoring our consensus principles?  The group APPROVED the following procedure for dealing with urgent issues:  The two co-chairs need to both agree to call a specially-scheduled meeting. The FMWW membership will be given 5-days notice of the special meeting (5 days does not include the day of the meeting).  Notice will go out via the general FMWW email list and a phone tree of non-email users;  the phone tree shall be organized and implemented by Richard, once he is notified by the co-chairs.  If a special meeting is scheduled during the work week, the meeting shall be in the evening so more members can attend.

Speaking as an individual vs. speaking for FMWW:  After discussion, it was agreed that individuals should take care to explicitly state when they are formally speaking on behalf of FMWW (or a FMWW Committee), presenting the group’s consensus, vs. speaking on their own behalf (i.e. their own personal beliefs or opinions).  “Speaking” can mean any form of discourse, including public speaking or emails. Co-chairs acknowledge that their position precludes them from publicly speaking in opposition to the group’s consensus. 

Sense of Place:  Amy discussed meetings with Penny, Greg Damron (of Pepperwood Preserve) and Arthur Dawson (of the Sonoma Ecology Center) about developing a 1-year long "Exploring a Sense of Place" program for the Mayacamas Mountains front range.  The program would probably meet two times a month, with enrichment evenings and Saturday field days. Allied groups might include Pepperwood Preserve, Sonoma Ecology Center, LandPaths and the Environmental Studies Program at SSU.  Sense of Place might become an organizing concept for recruiting new members to FMWW.

Minutes submitted by Bill Blake.
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