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 Friends of the

Mark West Watershed
Protection ~ Restoration ~ Preservation

Minutes 05-28-09

Present: Linda, Amy, Penny, Clint, Jim, Sharon, Jeff, Sheri, Ray, Megan, Harriet, Bill, and Josh 

Financial report:

The Hike and Hoot raffle made $475 and MRI donated $300. Expenses for the event were a little over $500.
We have a little over $11,600 in the bank; this is within $600 of the highest total we have ever had.  
Email list help:

Harriet requested that when you send an email to one of our lists please try to limit copying email addresses that are not on the list.  If these people not on our list send an email back, the email will get bounced back to Harriet for approval.

Harriet passed out handouts showing how to retrieve your password and the many options they that you have on the website once you are logged in.  Some of these options are: Changing how you receive emails, changing your password, and accessing archived emails

Harriet will post the three handouts she reviewed on our website.

The page for retrieving your password is:
http://lists.sonic.net/mailman/options/friends_of_mark_west_watershed
Alpine Hall update:

Pat will have time in June to get back into contact with Jean; it is becoming clear that we need to involve Jean’s children in the discussions

We have had four prospective organizations who have expressed interest in partnering with us.  

Hike and Hoot debrief:

There was a brainstorming session about the recent Hike and Hoot and what we enjoyed about this years event and what we might want to change next year

· Some liked the raffle, others found it intimidating
· The popcorn was great

· There was a request to have a schedule of hikes in next years flyer 
· The children’s event could have been better planned/scheduled
· Susan Smith’s hike was more strenuous than many thought 
· The owls were great

· It could be scheduled earlier next year to have more wildflowers

· We might consider holding the event at Pepperwood in the future
Summer meeting:

There was a question posed about the summer meetings, in the past we have not had them.  We invited Guy Davis to our June meeting and are still waiting to hear back from him.

After a brief discussion we decided to have monthly meetings through the summer
Committee reports:

Land Use committee:
The committee requested $275 to pay for a fly-over of the watershed; this will likely be an annual request and would be done to monitor any new developments in the watershed

The request was APPROVED; the committee will discuss who will participate and when to schedule the flight at a future committee meeting

The committee asked for permission to add our name to a letter supporting Open Space acquiring the Bohemia ranch, APPROVED
Community building:

The committee does not have a convener, the committee puts on events like the Hike and Hoot and road cleanup, it was the old events committee.  
The charge of the committee is to develop the human aspect of the watershed; this includes reaching out to local residents and raising public awareness and the profile of our group 
Emergency preparedness:

There were 14 people at their last meeting, things are going well with signups for the new phone system, there are currently road captains for 75 percent of areas they are hoping to cover, the committee will do a small test of the system next weekend
There was a reminder that you should do everything in your power to make your home easy to find for emergency personnel
 The next committee meeting will be June 11th at Alpine Hall; Andrew McLean will be at meeting and will discuss reviewing the maps he has been working on
Land Use:

There were questions about recent building activity in the watershed and if the proper permits were acquired, Jeff will research and report back to the group

At the meeting with Shirley Zane, she suggested that we also meet with Supervisors Carrillo and Brown.  Megan will setup a meeting with Carrillo; the committee needs to strategize more before setting up a meeting with Brown.  The committee will discuss this further at their next meeting.
Stewardship:

The committee is stalled because they were working with the RCD which has also been stalled due to budget concerns
Sierra Cantor is working on getting us stream gauges so we will have more information about stream flows
The next meeting will be on June 16th 

History committee:

The committee needs direction for the way to proceed and how to manage information they collect
The next meeting will be on June 2nd at 10:30 a.m.

There was a suggestion to have Arthur Dawson come and help, but only if we are willing to pay him for his services
Respectfully submitted,

-Josh Tracy

