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 Friends of the

Mark West Watershed
Protection ~ Restoration ~ Preservation

Minutes 06-18-09

Present: Amy, Sherry, Ray, Jim, Betty, Harriet, Greg 

Committee reports:

Emergency preparedness:

Most road captains have been recruited.  

70 households are represented thus far. 

Sherry will work with AT&T to resolve inconsistencies in message delivery. 

Ray will look into purchasing a 150-channel scanner for $79.

Andrew Maclean, Santa Rosa Fire Captain, was present at last meeting to explain truthing of maps.  The committee aims to get road captains involved in approaching neighbors to complete this task.

Community building:

Committee is dormant but we need a meeting to debrief more thoroughly about the Hike and Hoot.

Ray will send an email to set up a meeting time and place.

Next meeting will also deal with further exploration of Sense of Place program.

Land Use:

Minton building permit question:

3 AG permits were pulled on Minton property.  

2 concerned olive groves so there is concern that the new construction may be claimed as Ag-related building. 

It was noted that St. Helena Road is a scenic corridor and buildings must be 100 ft off the road. 

APPROVED: Land Use will file complaint and send simultaneous communication to Minton informing him of action.

Pride water hauling:

Committee still info collection mode.  Will come back to general meeting with a plan.

Cornell:

Guy Davis has not responded to Harriet’s 2 latest emails inviting him to FMWW meeting and requesting a site visit.

It appears that he is moving forward with the winery project.

Flyover will provide more information.

G. Williams property:

Grif is contact person for this issue, and committee will ask him to report.

Hughes/Berler property (former Mattei property):

There is a concern about the construction of new ponds and the possible impact on Humbug Creek.

Sonoma County permit did include grading permission, but if the ponds are over a certain size they may require state approval re dam safety.

Flyover will gather information.

A member of the Land Use Committee will request a meeting. 

We believe they have erected a yurt and are using solar power; Berler has attended FMWW meeting in the past; and there is a feeling that they support environmental stewardship.

McDonald Ranch:

Land Use has already been authorized to send letter. Nothing new to report.

Mike Harmon lotsplit:

Members will attend PRMD hearing. 

This issue parallels the Cornell issue: both are about the effect of watershed development on the water table.

APPROVED: Land Use is empowered to write a letter to PRMD raising concerns regarding the impact of the project on watershed water supply.

Mark West Quarry (Porter Creek Road):

FMWW received communication from PRMD asking us to comment on proposed quarry expansion.

County is phasing out mining from vulnerable Russian River terraces.

APPROVED: Ray will invite quarry and County representatives to Aug 20 FMWW meeting and let membership decide whether and how to comment on project. If the PRMD deadline is earlier than this date, he will invite them to July 16 meeting instead.

Megan has contacted Efren Carillo to set up a meeting.

Ray and Grif are working on data collection for a degradation time chart.

Ray will convene the Land Use Committee through November (Jim and Betty’s return).

Grif or Ray will attend SCWC meetings.

Land Use is meeting with Grant Davis, Asst. Manager for Sonoma County Water Agency, on June 25, 2pm, at Jim’s.

Flyover tentatively will include Grif, Clint and Jim (if before 7/12).  Waiting to hear from David Hines of NOAA Fisheries, who still working on watershed issues.


History:

 The committee met to discuss how what to collect, how to label, organize and store material, whether to purchase equipment or supplies, and how to develop interview protocols.

Committee will explore possible partnerships with Sonoma State University and/or Sonoma County Historical Society. This might take care of, or at least help with, storage and organization.

There is interest in building a web-based database to provide community access to historical knowledge

It is important to get the word out that FMWW is interested in local historical information and that it is valuable!

Next meeting: July 8th, 10:00 at Jim’s, from where folks will carpool to 10:30 meeting at Local History Library Annex, 3rd Street.

Other:

Middle Watershed residents:

Greg would like us to think about mobilizing middle reach watershed residents.  Perhaps we could hold a potluck for those residents at Pepperwood or Mark West Lodge.

Fundraising committee is exploring possibility of holding an event at Mark West Lodge in the fall.  

May minutes APPROVED.

Respectfully submitted,

-Amy Robinson

