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	A watershed community 

dedicated to preserving, protecting, 

and restoring the Mark West Creek and its watershed as a natural and community resource. 
	Friends of the Mark West Watershed

6985 Saint Helena Road

Santa Rosa, CA 95404

Email: hbuck@sonic.net

Tel: 707-539-4330

Fax: 206-309-0680


Minutes of the FMWW General Membership Meeting—APPROVED

08-20-2009

Present: Amy, Penny, Ray, Greg, Bill, Harriet, Sharon, Alan, Jane B., Megan, Jeff, Sherry, Clint.

July Minutes were APPROVED with the following amendment: With regard to email, in addition to the request that people use accurate subject titles when sending emails, we also requested that people include in the message that goes with a forwarded email an explanation as to why they are forwarding the message--how it is relevant to the people on the list.
These August Minutes were APPROVED with the following:
Members of our group misread the applications of Mr. Hughes and Mr. Berler and incorrectly stated that they were planning to plant vineyards. In re-reading the applications, it was clear that the language referring to vineyards was in reference to a neighboring property. The Land Use Committee would like to extend an apology to Mr. Hughes and Mr. Berler
Emergency Preparedness Committee – 280 phone numbers in Phone Alert System. Terry Spear now handling update of PAS and Road Captain spreadsheets (terryspear@hughes.net). Key Communicators and, as back-ups, Road Captains have been trained as how to call in a phone alert to CallingPost. PAS not available from midnight to 6AM; for now, EPC would rely on old-fashioned phone tree to RC’s during those hours. Sonoma County’s 211 Hotline is willing to, during an emergency, take informational messages from the KCs and have 211 volunteers relay that info to anyone that calls in. PAS phone labels (stickers) will be distributed by each RC; stickers list appropriate RC and the KCs’ phone numbers. On-going discussions as to what type of event warrants an activation of the PAS. RCs are slowly “truthing” Andrews RVFD maps. Next meeting is September 10th 6PM, at Ray and Barbara’s.
Treasurer’s Report:  $11,554.05 is current balance. Only expense since last report is our regular $60 for sonic.net website and email lists. The Hike and Hoot monies are now deposited.
Community Building Committee: Greg Damron has agreed to be convener. Members: Ray, Penny, Clint, Bill, Amy(?)

Fundraising Committee:  Sherry contacted the Mark West Lodge for availability.  Available: Nov 7, 14? and 21. The group voted for 7 or 14 (21 too close to Thanksgiving). Sherry to check with Pat on the date and we’ll go with the 7th if it’s OK with her. Informal event: pizza, raffle, dance with band. All inside.  MWL will have all take from alcohol sales.   

Next step: form a committee for event: Harriet, Penny, Ray, Greg, Megan, Jeff, Sherry, Pat.

Pat is also working on the possibility of a Feb 2010 Crabfeed involving multiple environmental groups as well as FMWW.
Land Use Committee: 

Meeting with Efren. Steve K., Megan, Ray. Good meeting. Open to our feedback. He had read our information and gone to our website. Encouraged one of us to try and get onto advisory committee for Planning Department (current committee is full of developers wanting to streamline permitting process).  Supportive of water regulation. Sounded encouraging to FMWW to continue our work. Doing a performance review of PRMD. Efren’s message:  there is change afoot, get involved. Wanted a copy of MWW study.
Valerie Brown meeting. Ray, Pat, Grif. Val: Encouraged us to go to the head of PRMD to ask why Franz Valley Plan has not be activated. Val offered examples of other plans, such as Bennett Valley Plan, etc. with citizen advisory committee to help implement them. Cornell: Val had code enforcement officer go out and check the site; they are in compliance; grading permit is to repair the slide and is not (officially) tied to the winery.  

Cornell: another email with FMWW’s list of questions has gone to Guy Davis with no reply.  County has a new geology review from Cornell that the county is reviewing; the county staff will review and then County revises and then it becomes public record. We will review when we get an opportunity to do so.

Minton: Pat & Jeff went to the county to look at the files on the permits. They had no records of existing buildings and all their permits had expired. Pat & Jeff had to file a complaint in order to have the county check on what was out there, and whether it was legal/permitted or not. Jeff will get the results from the county and report back to us.

Berler/Hughes Property – The committee looked into all permits on the property. Everything appears to be consistent with what they told us their plans were for the property. They are putting in some vineyards, but it appears to be a small amount. 

More visibility for our watershed - We plan to invite Dick Fogg and Robert Williams (from the Planning Commission) to come to our watershed for a tour – Ray will work on this.

***Greg will be the convener for the Stewardship and Outreach Committees. He will schedule meetings back-to-back to help him convene two committees. Thanks, Greg!

Stewardship Committee – Ray got an email from RCD asking us to write a support letter for them to get a grant. Here is some information about the grant: Building on over a decade of monitoring and restoration successes in the Upper Mark West Creek watershed, the Sotoyome RCD proposes to work with agency partners and our local watershed community to develop a web-based watershed management plan and to provide a series of water conservation and habitat restoration tools tailored to assist landowners to manage their properties to protect and enhance threatened and endangered Steelhead Trout and Coho Salmon habitats.

The Management Plan will include an analysis of hydrologic conditions and water flows sufficient to inform our water conservation efforts, creation of a web-based tool for matching the appropriate watershed management practices to individual parcels, and a series of demonstration projects and associated landowner outreach workshops that highlight the steps landowners can take to conserve water and restore habitat on their own properties.

Ray drafted a letter of support and the GM APPROVED it. Harriet signed for Linda (Linda OK’d by email) and herself and faxed it to Tricia at RCD (8/20/09 – after the meeting).

Tricia also asked Jeff to write an individual letter as a landowner who participated in the road sediment reduction grant. Jeff sent in a letter and posted the information to the FMWW email list to encourage others to do the same.

History Committee – Clarified the geographic area. Agreed not to restrict the content in our files. We are looking to put everything electronic on the website. Committee worked on consent forms. Ray has digital recorder which has been donated to our process. The group is working on getting video in digital format.

SSU interns – Ray has written letter describing each of our Committees. Students and FMWW together would define their research tasks.  Students to write up letters of interest.  Greg: long-term, we want to get archeologists involved (without reporting to any agencies so no threat to landowners). Pepperwood is getting an archeologist on staff. 

Next General Meeting is September 17th.

Respectfully submitted, 
Harriet Buckwalter & Bill Blake

