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 Friends of the

Mark West Watershed
Protection ~ Restoration ~ Preservation

APPROVED Minutes 09-17-09

Present: Linda, Amy, Penny, Ray, Megan, Greg, Pat, and Josh

Minutes of 8-20-2009, APPROVED, with the following amendment:
Members of our group misread the applications of Mr. Hughes and Mr. Berler and incorrectly stated that they were planning to plant vineyards. In re-reading the applications, it was clear that the language referring to vineyards was in reference to a neighboring property. The Land Use Committee would like to extend an apology to Mr. Hughes and Mr. Berler 
Financial report:

There has been no activity in the last month; we currently have a balance of $11,544.00

Upcoming events:

There are two upcoming events, the third annual state of the Laguna conference and Riverfest, a fundraiser for the Russian River Keeper.  It would be good to have a presence at these events 
We will spend $150 for a table at the Laguna conference, Ray and Linda will staff the table

We will purchase four tickets ($50 each) to the Riverfest; Josh will use two and will send an email out inviting two more people to attend
Community building:

A request was put out for articles for our upcoming newsletter

Linda will write a brief article about the history committee

Ray will write an article about community perceptions

Bill may write an article on our emergency alert system

Richard will be asked to do a nature report/creek report

Penny will contribute to a nature report

Fundraising:

For several reasons the Mark West Lodge will not be available this year for a fundraiser
Pat an idea for a large fundraiser that would require collaboration with several other environmental groups, there was a suggestion to explore what other groups are doing for fundraising first

The topic of fundraising will be on the agenda for the next meeting
There was a request to include envelopes for fundraising in the upcoming newsletter, also a suggestion to include a line in the newsletter about watching your mail for upcoming fundraising events
It was also suggested that we discuss updating our non-profit status at the next meeting

Reputation:

There was a lengthy discussion about recent conversations with neighbors in the watershed that suggest we might be considered radicals or Watershed Cops.  

The feeling was that if this perception continues we will find it hard to collaborate with landowners in the watershed

After much discussion and honest reflection about our history and path for the future we agreed on the following 

FMWW does not condone or approve of trespassing on private property, APPROVED
Photos and products of FMWW’s efforts to preserve and conserve the Mark West Watershed are proprietary and cannot be used without consensus of the membership, APPROVED
We are reflecting on the impact of our recent actions on the relationships with our neighbors and recommitting to our core principle of building community in support of watershed sustainability

Respectfully submitted,

-Josh Tracy

