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 Friends of the

Mark West Watershed
Protection ~ Restoration ~ Preservation

Minutes 11-19-09

Present: Ray Krauss, Harriet Buckwalter, Linda Sartor, Bill Blake, Megan Dehn, Jim & Betty Doerksen, Penny Sirota, Matt Dietch, Sierra Cantor, Grif Okie, Josh Tracy, Richard & Dolores Baril, Greg Damron

Minutes of 10-15-09:
APPROVED, with the following corrections
Ray did not go to Laguna foundation conference, Linda is not planning to report back any more information from the event
Attached to these minutes are the approved guidelines for Committee Conveners and Representatives of FMWW

Update on Upper Mark West Creek Management Plan and introduction of the Russian River Coho Resources Partnership – Sierra Cantor and Matt Dietch:
Sierra gave us an update on the Upper Mark West Watershed Management Plan, this is still a work in progress, they are examining the document to see where the missing elements are.  Hydrology will certainly be addressed in more detail in future updates of the plan.  They are looking for more funding to continue working on the plan
Sotoyome RCD and partners will host a forum at the Alpine Hall on December 8th from 6:00 to 7:30 to discuss the management plan and receive feedback from the community.  There will also be a report at this forum on the new Russian River Coho Water Resources Partnership.  

for more information go to http://www.cohopartnership.org/
Sierra gave us a detailed report on this new partnership
The partnership is funded by the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation and includes:

· Center for Ecosystem Management and Restoration 

· Gold Ridge Resource Conservation District 

· Sotoyome Resource Conservation District 

· Occidental Arts and Ecology Center WATER Institute 

· Trout Unlimited 

· University of California (UC) Research and Extension Center's
Hopland GIS Lab and UC Cooperative Extension. 

The long-term goals of the Partnership are to 

· Restore a more natural flow regime during the dry season; 

· Increase viability, and ultimately numbers, of Coho salmon in the Russian River watershed; 

· Increase water reliability for water users in each watershed; 

· Develop governance mechanisms to carry out these efforts; 

· Develop tools and methods for others to use. 

The first year of the program will focus on collecting information to lay a scientific foundation to develop stream flow and water use management plans and on working with landowners and water users to identify tools and solutions to improve water reliability and flows. Their hope is to install more stream gauges next year and are looking for landowners who are willing to participate.  Sierra asked for assistance to reach out to landowners to get participation in this project
Matt Deitch, Ph.D also spoke to his agencies (Center for Ecosystem Management and Restoration (CEMR)) role  in preparing a water need analysis (GIS model) for the Mark West Creek watershed. 
Matt fielded questions and participated in a discussion about possible results of this research and advantages and disadvantages of some of the possible solutions
Land Use Committee discussion:
There was a discussion about hiring an outside facilitator to help with a conversation about the Land Use Committee splitting off from the FMWW, Linda suggested a facilitator and will contact her
FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE: 

The next meeting will be on December 14th location will be announced via email

Facilitators and officers for upcoming year:
Linda proposed that the existing four officers continue and that Linda, Penny, and Greg will be the facilitators

REPORT ON CORNELL HEARING:
Jim sent out an e-mail on November 13 to FMWW with his observations and comments, he also requested tapes of the hearing from the BZA and has not gotten them yet.    

Grif spoke about the actions taken by the BZA.  The open meeting would be continued until January 28, 2010, with some questions to be sent to “speakers on the topic” by Nov. 23, they will accept public comments in writing until December 1.  No oral comments will be allowed at the January 28 hearing.  A Level 4 fish study was done by Casey’s expert and the cost of that was $15,000.   Grif feels we should thank Casey and even contribute some money for all his efforts to protect this watershed.  
Ray made a suggestion that if the winery is approved, that it is not too early to start preparing for the appeal hearing with the Board of Supervisors which would occur around March 2010.  He suggested putting together a PowerPoint presentation of all of our points.  He also felt that Casey Caplinger’s attorney Stephen Volker had a great case for litigation on the water issues.

Other Business:
Megan mentioned that the Advisory Committee Meetings at PRMD are open to the public and is announced in the paper.

Bill said the FMWW newsletters were all sent out, he has extra copies 
Jim announced that the LandPaths Christmas event at the Doerksen’s is on December 19, from Noon to 4:00
Respectfully submitted,

Josh Tracy

Betty Doerksen

